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Wilson had already formed his opinion of Scott,
and in view of all that was to come of their close
co-operation later, his first impressions of him
written in a letter home just before they sighted
the ice-pack, are not without interest:

He is a most capable man in every way and has a
really well-balanced head on his shoulders. I admire him
immensely, all but his temper. He is quick-tempered
and very impatient, but he is a really nice fellow, very
generous and ready to help us all in every way, and to
do everything he can to ensure us the full merit of all
we do. He is thoughtful for each individual and does
little kindnesses which show it. He is ready to listen to
everyone too, and joins heartily in all the humbug that
goes on. I have a great admiration for him, and he is
in no Service rut but is always anxious to see both sides
of every question, and I have never known him to be
unfair. One of the best points about him too is that
he is very definite about everything; nothing is left
vague or indeterminate. In every argument he goes
straight for the main point, and always knows exactly
what he is driving at. There will be no fear of our
wandering about aimlessly in the Southern regions.

In the same letter he could tell his parents that
he had already put on more weight (ij- stone) than
anyone else on board and was ' habitually held up
as an example of the excellence of our provisions.'
He depreciated his capacity either as a zoologist
or as an artist, ' in nothing am I professionally
expert,' and was equally unimpressed with the
proficiency of his colleagues on the scientific staff:

With the single exception of Hodgson we are all in*
tensely ignorant of anything but the elementary know-
ledge of our several jobs. I certainly ,am no ornithologist,
as my knowledge of the technical side of the business is nil.

This sell-depreciatory opinion, however, was by